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notwithstanding that   the subject was specially
brought to his notice by the British Resident, on
more occasions than one.    His constant reply was,
that repeated orders had been issued, prohibiting
their violation  of the  British ^territories;   and
that time and negotiation were necessary to bring
the refractory chiefs to implicit obedience.   It
was explained in private to the Resident upon one
occasion, that Sindheea's plan was to inveigle the
chiefs to an interview, and, by seizing their per-
sons, to deprive the durras of their leaders, and
cause their dissolution.    It was evident, from the
general tenor of his conduct, that he began to be
alarmed, lest he should be visited with the whole
responsibility for an evil, which his weakness had
suffered to grow up within his dominions.    He
was moreover beginning to have a more accurate
notion of his relative strength than he had enter-
tained before the discussions in 1814, when he
thought, by the loftiness of his tone, to restrain the
British government from interfering with Bhopal.
In short, anxiety and alarm were fast succeeding
to the jealous rivalry and contentious spirit, which
the violent among his courtiers still vainly flattered
him was the policy warranted and demanded by
his relative position among the powers of India.
To this cause, and to habitual tardiness of judg-
ment, is to be attributed the supineness with which
Suidheea witnessed the extension of our influence